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dlse because he refused to adore Adam along with the other
angels.
The Moslem commentators distinguish between the or-
dinary prophets, who Indeed are held to have been directly
Inspired of God, and the apostles, who, over and above the
ordinary prophetic function, are Intrusted with especial
missions. Mohammed Is related to have said that there
had been 124,000 an'biya, or prophets, and 315 ru'sul, or
apostles. Six of the latter have especial titles: Adam, the
chosen of God; Noah, the preacher of God; Abraham, the
friend of God; Moses, the converser with God; Jesus, the
spirit of God; and Mohammed, the messenger of God.
Enoch (Idris'), Methuselah, Lot, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph,
Aaron, David, Solomon, Job, Elijah, Elisha, Zacharias, and
John the Baptist (Yah'ya) were all prophets. Some in-
clude Alexander the Great arid /Esop, though Moslem
commentators differ as to whether they were actually In-
spired. Many of these are no more than names to the
people, but the ejaculation " Ya Khalfl'" ("O Friend"), by
which Abraham is signified, Is common in southern Pales-
tine—where, indeed, Hebron, the burial-place of the patri-
archs, ordinarily goes by the name of EI-Khalfl; while the
cult of Elijah is universal, whether under his own name or
under that of Khudr, the ever living one, or that of Saint
George, with both of whom, he is Identified.1
The theology of Islam is dominated by its eschatology.
In the Koran there are no descriptions more graphic and
detailed than those of the resurrection and the day of judg-
ment, of heaven and hell. It Is the consensus of Moslem
interpretation that the accounts are to be taken literally.
The descriptions of the resurrection and the day of judg-
ment are not without a certain grandeur of moral dignity.
The description of paradise is, on the face of it, sensuous
rather than sensual, though Palmer seems to state the case
altogether too euphemistically when lie says: "It appears
. . . from the Quran, to be little more than an Intense real-
ization of all that a dweller in a hot, parched, and barren
land could desire, namely, shade, water, fruit, rest, and pleas-
1 Compare with p. 10.

